Writing and Reviewing with AI
Sommersemester 2026 — ZSL Heidelberg — Paul Boldra
Class intake — Monday 20 April 2026
A few questions so I can plan the course around what you care about. Your answers stay on paper, are not shared, and are destroyed at the end of the semester.
1. Name
 
2. What do you study?
 
3. What in your subject fills you with wonder?
 
 
 
4. What in your subject still needs more research?
 
 
 


Reading: Avoiding plagiarism
	Source
Zemach, Dorothy E. Writing Research Papers. Macmillan Education. Chapter: “Avoiding Plagiarism”. Sections: “Defining plagiarism”, “Quoting and paraphrasing”, “Deciding when to quote and when to paraphrase”.
Reproduced for classroom use under §60a Urheberrechtsgesetz (use for educational purposes). Exercises from the original textbook have been omitted. Edition and page numbers to be completed from copy in class.


Defining plagiarism
Even after you study a definition from a dictionary, it can be difficult to define and judge plagiarism. Certainly buying a research paper online and putting your name on it and pretending you wrote it is not honest. However, what if you read a well-known idea from a noted expert, but had thought of the same idea yourself, before you read it? Would it be plagiarism to not mention the expert? Is it plagiarism to use one paragraph from a newspaper or online article? One sentence? A few words?
You can see that plagiarism is not easy to define precisely. Furthermore, different cultures have different definitions of what constitutes plagiarism in an academic setting.
In English-speaking schools and universities, you are allowed to use the words and ideas of others in your research paper as long as you give credit to the original source by saying who the author was and where you found the information, and use quotation marks around phrases and sentences that you have not changed from the original.
Quoting and paraphrasing
There are two ways to use words and ideas from other sources in such a way that you are not plagiarising. These are:
1. Quoting: Using the exact words of another person by enclosing them in quotation marks.
“Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.” John F. Kennedy
1. Paraphrasing: Saying the same idea in another way.
John F. Kennedy urged Americans to be more altruistic and less selfish.
	Note. When you paraphrase, you do not need to give credit if the idea is common knowledge, but you do still need to give credit if it isn’t.


Both quoting and paraphrasing take skill. All writers, regardless of their age, experience level, or ability in English, work hard to quote and paraphrase effectively.
Deciding when to quote and when to paraphrase
Sometimes writers prefer to use a lot of direct quotations because it is faster and easier to quote someone directly than to paraphrase the information. However, a good research paper is composed mostly of your own writing (including paraphrases). Quotations can and should be used, but remember that they support your writing; your writing does not support someone else’s quotations.
Vocabulary for quoting and paraphrasing
Study the definitions below. We will use these terms throughout the course.
	Author
	The organization or person who communicated the original sentence or information.

	Quoted text
	The actual words taken from another source. Also called a quotation or more informally, a quote.

	Quotation marks
	The punctuation that surrounds the quoted text. Placement of commas and full stops differs between American and British English; consult a style guide for your subject. The rules for when and what to quote are the same.

	Signal phrase
	A phrase, sentence, or passage that introduces and/or provides some context for the quotation.

	Source
	Any published or unpublished work where you find the information, such as a website, newspaper, book, podcast, interview etc.

	Citation
	A referenced source enclosed in parentheses that includes information such as the author’s name, the year of publication, or the page or paragraph number.


Course information
Class rules
1. Speak English. 
1. Bring a keyboard each week. 
1. If you cannot come, email me before the class. 
1. If you cannot come for a good reason  — you are sick, you have another class, you need a mental-health day — I can mark the absence as “excused”. This matters if you miss many classes.
1. This is a language class first.  If you cannot think what to write, make something up.
Assessment
	Piece
	Weight
	Due
	Format

	Class participation
	15 %
	ongoing
	in class

	Gap-fill 1 (Lessons 1–3)
	5 %
	Sun 10 May
	online

	Structure exercise (intro + conclusion, 600 w)
	15 %
	Sun 24 May
	PDF/DOCX

	Gap-fill 2 (Lessons 4–7)
	5 %
	Sun 14 Jun
	online

	Draft + review prompt (1200 w + prompt)
	35 %
	Sun 28 Jun
	PDF/DOCX + text

	Final exam (one prompt, 90 min)
	25 %
	Mon 13 Jul
	in class


Weekly schedule
	#
	Date
	Topic
	What’s due

	1
	20 Apr
	Introduction and technology
	

	2
	27 Apr
	Plagiarism and voice
	

	3
	4 May
	Genres and choosing a topic
	

	4
	11 May
	Macro structure and flow
	

	5
	18 May
	Revision with AI
	Gap-fill 1 — Sun 10 May

	—
	25 May
	Pfingsten — no class
	Structure exercise — Sun 24 May

	6
	1 Jun
	Audience, purpose, style, flow
	

	7
	8 Jun
	Drafting
	

	8
	15 Jun
	Review + AI for writing and language
	Gap-fill 2 — Sun 14 Jun

	9
	22 Jun
	Finer structure and grammar
	

	10
	29 Jun
	Grammar, hedging, strength of claim
	Draft + review prompt — Sun 28 Jun

	11
	6 Jul
	Training bias
	

	12
	13 Jul
	In-class exam (90 minutes)
	Final exam

	13
	20 Jul
	Review and definitions
	


Questions? qx296@uni-heidelberg.de
Writing and Reviewing with AI — Lesson 1 — p. 1
